
 3 Dec 2017  St. Columbkill Parish 
200 Indian Spring Rd, Boyertown, PA  19512 
Phone:  610-367-2371  ·  Fax:  610-369-0242 

Web:  www.stcolumbkill.org 
Diocese Victim Assistant Coordinator,  

Wendy Krisak—(800)791-9209 
Safe Environment Coordinator. 610-332-0442 x 19 

Sr. Meg Cole 

Next Holy Day 
Of Obligation 

Friday 
December 8, 2017 

Feast of  
The 

Immaculate  
Conception 
*See Mass  

Schedule on page 2 
  

  
 
“Jesus said to 
his disciples: 
"Be watchful! 

Be alert! 
You do not 
know when 
the time will 

come.” 

 
 

 
Mark 
13: 

33-37 

St. Columbkill  
All Guests and New  

Parishioners are most   
WELCOME! 

Please go to our home 
page where you can 

register online to join 
our wonderful parish 

family! 

   www.allentowndiocese.org  

Mission Statement:  We are a Catholic community drawing people to follow Jesus and His message of love. 
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SACRAMENT OF  
RECONCILIATION  

 
IS HEARD EVERY  
SATURDAY FROM  
4 P.M. TO 4:45 P.M.  

 
BEFORE THE  
SATURDAY  

EVENING VIGIL 
MASS 

First Sunday 
of  

Advent 

Hear Ye, Hear Ye!!! 

Knights of Columbus sponsoring Breakfast in Quinn Hall 
Sunday December 10, 2017 

Seatings from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Adult Breakfast (Ages 12 & Over) - $8.00 

Children (Ages 4—11) - $5.00 
Children 3 and Under—FREE! 

Tickets available at the door of Quinn Hall! 

http://www.allentowndiocese.org/


Please Pray  
For the  

following  
Intentions… 
For Our Family Members in the Military 
Seaman Recruit Steve Hoffa 
SPC Jeremy Larson 
Jonathan Taylor 
Staff Sgt. Robert Preston 
1st Lieutenant Dana DeMartino 
USN Petty Officer Joseph Scarberry, Jr. 
Lance Corporal David Vogler 
Sergeant Brian Weber 
Sergeant Jason Emerich 
Sergeant David O’Brien 
LCDR Brian Blair 
Sergeant Steve Lafond 
USN Petty Officer Jennifer McBride 
Lt. Steve Rohe 
Sergeant Jesse Miele 
USN Petty Officer Stephanie McBride 
SPC Kyle Laskoskie 
1st Lieutenant Eric Antonucci 
Lt. Andrew Moyer, USN 
Airman Josh Bartman 
Airman Morghan Poitras 
Corporal Joshua Taylor  
USN Petty Officer Matthew R. Goldschmidt 
Senior Airman Corey Kelch 
2nd Lieutenant Zachary Bregovi 
Lance Corporal Andrew J. Carpenter  
PV2 Somer Leanne Guhl -1st Calvary Division  
PV2 Ray Fazio  
SFC Ommannan Gonzalez  
LTJG Daniel Patti, USN 
1st LT Joseph Patti, USA 
 PV2 Cole Keenan  
Prayer: 
“Lord, hold our troops in Your loving hands.  Protect them as 
they protect us.  Bless them and their families for the selfless 
acts that they perform for us in our time of need.  I ask this in 

the name of Jesus, our Lord & Savior.  Amen.” 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Monday, December 4 
9:00 AM – Jack Andre by Lisa De Simone 
 
Tuesday, December 5 
9:00 AM – Janie Pierce by Catherine Reinert 
 
Wednesday, December 6 
9:00 AM – Shirley Melcher by the Brintzenhoff Family  
 
Thursday, December 7 
 9:00 AM – Louis De Lima by Dave & Dayle Szymanski 
 
Thursday, December 7 – Vigil of Immaculate Conception 
4:30 PM – Jim Geiser by Brian Sullivan  
 
7:00 PM – Meryln Mutter by St. Columbkill Senior Group 
 
Friday, December 8-Holy Day of Obligation 
6:30 AM – Charles Longwell by Janice Hull 
 
9:00 AM – Jim Vargo by wife, Pam 
 
7:00 PM – Mary Tavella by Tony & Viv 
 
Saturday, December 9 
5:00 PM – David Johnston by Albert & Linda De Stefano 
 
Sunday, December 10  
7:30 AM – James Lumley by John & Colleen Hetrick 
 
9:00 AM – Joseph & Kathryn Monteleone by Ida & Grace 
    Ann Monteleon 
11:00 AM – Helen Burns by Joe & Antonette Fabrizio  
 

  

PRAYFUL INTENTIONS  FOR THE WEEK 

Sanctuary Candle 
  In Loving Memory of Thomas Ziemak by the  

Scamardi Family   
   Bread and Wine  

  In Loving Memory of David Johnston by wife,  
Nancy Johnston 

Altar Flowers 
Honor a loved one with Altar Flowers 
Call our Parish Office 610-367-2371 

Please Pray for Deceased Relatives of Parishioners 
Anthony Sarro-Brother of Theresa Wright 

Please Pray for Deceased Member of our Parish 
Patricia Eddinger 

 
PRAY FOR OUR PRIESTS 

Mon Dec 04—Bishop Emeritus Ed Cullen 
Tue Dec 05—Father Venantius Karobo 
Wed Dec 06—Father Richard Kennedy 
Thur Dec 07—Father Martin Kern 
Fri Dec 08—Father Wayne Killian 
Sat Dec 09—Msgr. Nevin Klinger 
Sun Dec 10—Father Jose Kochuparambil 
 

Extended Adoration 
Hours of Adoration in our Holy Family Chapel 
Mondays 10 a.m. to Midnight 
Tuesdays Midnight to Midnight 
Wednesdays Midnight to Midnight 
Thursdays Midnight to Midnight  
Fridays Midnight to 6:00 p.m. 
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Catechism of the Catholic Church 

534. What is prayer? 
Prayer is the raising of one's mind and heart to God, or the  
petition of good things from him in accord with his will. It is 
always the gift of God who comes to encounter man. Christian 
prayer is the personal and living relationship of the children of 
God with their Father who is infinitely good, with his Son Jesus 
Christ, and with the Holy Spirit who dwells in their hearts. 
Further reading: CCC 2558-2565, 2590 
 
535. Why is there a universal call to prayer? 
Because through creation God first calls every being from  
nothingness. Even after the Fall man continues to be capable of 
recognizing his Creator and retains a desire for the One who 
has called him into existence. All religions, and the whole  
history of salvation in particular, bear witness to this human 
desire for God. It is God first of all, however, who ceaselessly 
draws every person to the mysterious encounter known as  
prayer. 
Further reading: CCC 2566-2567  
 
536. How is Abraham a model or prayer? 
Abraham is a model of prayer because he walked in the  
presence of God, heard and obeyed him. His prayer was a battle 
of faith because he continued to believe in the fidelity of God 
even in times of trail. Besides, after having received in his own 
tent the visit of the Lord who confided his plan to him, Abra-
ham dared to intercede for sinners with bold confidence. 
Further reading: CCC 2570-2573, 2592 
 
537. How does Moses pray? 
The prayer of Moses was typical of contemplative prayer. God, 
who called to Moses from the burning bush, lingered in  
conversations with him often and at length, "face to face, like a 
man with his friend" (Exodus 33:11). In this intimacy with 
God, Moses attained the strength to intercede tenaciously for 
this people: his prayer thus prefigured the intercession of the 
one mediator, Christ Jesus. 
Further reading: CCC 2574-2577, 2593  
 
538. In the Old Testament, what relationship do the king and 
the temple have to prayer? 
The prayer of the People of God developed in the shadow of 
the dwelling place of God - the Ark of the Covenant, then the 
Temple - under the guidance of their shepherds. Among them 
there was David, the King "after God's own heart," the       
shepherd who prayed for his people. His prayer was a model 
for the prayer of the people because it involved clinging to the 
divine promise and a trust filled with love for the One who is 
the only King and Lord. 
Further reading: CCC 2578-2580, 2594 
 
539. What is the role of prayer in the mission of the prophets? 
The prophets drew from prayer the light and strength to exhort 
the people to faith and to conversion of heart. They entered into 
great intimacy with God and interceded for their brothers and 
sisters to whom they proclaimed what they had seen and heard 
from the Lord. Elijah was the father of the prophets, of those 
who sought the face of God. On Mount Carmel he achieved the 
return of the people to the faith, thanks to the intervention of 
God to whom he prayed: "Answer me, O Lord, answer 
me!" (1 Kings 18:37). 
Further reading: CCC 2581-2584 

Ministries & Neighborhood News 

BERKS CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL   
Christmas Vespers- December 17th  in the Franco Post 
Auditorium beginning at 4pm.  Admission is free. 
 Saints Shoot Out and Cheerleading Clinic- December 
27, 2017- For Boys and Girls Grades K-8.  Offensive 
moves for guards and forwards, dribbling moves, 
shooting, shooting off the dribble, shooting off the 
pass, and shoot out contest. Please go to the Berks 
Catholic Website for a registration form. 
www.berkscatholic.org 

Warming Tree & Gifts for AIDS Patients 
The Human Concerns Ministry is again sponsoring 
the annual “Warming Tree” November 25 through 
December 10.  You may help to keep our neighbors 
warm this winter by bringing new, unwrapped gifts to 
put on or under the tree in the Narthex.  The items 
will be distributed to area families in need by the 
Boyertown Area Multi-Service.  Items needed       
include baby sleepers, pajamas, mittens, gloves, 
socks, blankets, sweatshirts, sweatpants, or other 
warm clothing. There will also be baskets for        
donations to the Berks AIDS Network.  Items that are 
needed by the Berks AIDS Network include toiletries 
such as deodorant, soap, body wash, shampoo,      
lotions, toothbrushes, toothpaste shaving cream,    
razors, mouthwash, combs, tissues, etc., Thank you 
for sharing your love with your neighbor! 
 
“Love Lights” 
The Human Concerns Ministry will be selling “Love 
Lights” after all masses on the weekends of  
December 3, 10 & 17 for $4.00 each.  Love Lights 
may be purchased “In Memory of a Special Loved 
One” or “In Honor of Someone Special.”  The love 
light dove is placed on the tree in the Narthex from 
the fourth Sunday of Advent through Epiphany  
Sunday.  The person purchasing the love light  
receives a beautiful Christmas card that may be sent 
to the person they are honoring or shared with others 
commemorating the memory of their loved one.   
Proceeds from the love light sales will benefit the 
John Paul II Center for Special Learning. 
 

Ushers Guild Ministry  
Our ushers assist at weekend and holy day liturgies. 
Vital to the smooth celebration of the liturgy, their 
duties include a hospitable welcome and assistance 
in seating, taking up the collections, and occasional-
ly performing other duties as needed. Additional 
ushers are always welcome.  Join this fulfilling min-
istry today!! 
 
Contact Bill Day 610-652-2082  

http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwdjsGOwyAQQ78muawWDQMEcuDQRO1_hAmUqKSsgCq_v6iSD0-2ZXm3mgvUcjwsAtecowAjteJMzTAhW5aZ3xeJ6yqAAzwGCSFler1z84zyOUYbDDgxow5GuWnanFEAistAwKUjuY_Jxtb-BnEb8NF1XRejrcWcDqKSay0--OLf9B3shR56ikc9v30xIO9Q_VYodkClzC-qSQ24_mB_ORb79Lk8_d7P1UY
http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwdTkuqwzAQO02yqxmP408XXryU9h7OZFKHOvXDdsn1awpCCEkIrd5KhXYad48grZSowE1WS6GvYFDM81Xe5wlvNwUS4DFMsKVMr3duLCgfY_TrsoSgNTuDoK0jDFZJ1s4FaxjWbUw-tvY_qL8BHx3neQoKLea0E5Vca-GNC7_pN9gLPWSKez1-fTWg7KJyKBS7QG3MpZMdi39yLk9e-6naKKfPsbz2lEQ
http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwdTtGKxCAQ-5r25TjRGa3ugw97Pfof7Thdy9p1UY_-_slCCCEJIcFbhWD1eHiQyioFWjp0qISZUIFQP-6Gv_O8LGiXu9ODlnvK9HzlxoLyOUYPGidHZqVt3xxLxoAT2s1ACGgsmjH52Np7wPsAS8d1XYLWFnM6iEqutfDOhV_0GeyFHjLFo56fPg6guqi8FopdgLHyu1P35y8wNxiLf3AuDw79XG2U09-
http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwdTtGKxCAQ-xr7cpx0Zmy1Dz7s9eh_uFNdy9p1UY_-_slCCCEJIbvVQKjVcFgcQQOgGg0ZAjnNBCjhxyz0u67bRnq7GSXUGFLm5ys3LzmfQ7QG7xxmp5md8QbnZTa7CgGCA0dGj0OysbW3oJvAreO6LsmuxZwO5pJrLT744l_8GeyFHnqORz0_fRIIXVTvCscucNLqu5MWuH7htNBQ7MPn8vB7P1cb5_R
http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwdjs1uwyAQhJ8GX6oiln8OHJIqeQ93WQcrOERA5dcvijSHTzOj0aToQEmnlz1KAQ5AOuGVU4oDaGEdv4bLTYibt15fxR0C02IrFZ-vOohjPZYcySUwGxmzGkIdkg1OWWE2DyGhTnYpMY_xZurC5H3qPE-O68i17Iit9t5oo0Yv_AzOwgwJ896PT18xCRM6rQ3zBGmc_5bGCyZ_vqQJemnxQbU9KM1zfWA
http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwdTtEKwyAQ-5r2bXKnrtoHHzbY_qOe11lm61BHf38yCCEkISQ4g0oaPW5OAhpEacAqo5RA1DAZcZ9vD4CHnay-wxPnQcOaMr2P3FhQ3sfoYNUzBxvYexm8XkBTwKm7PjDh1Y_JxdY-g7oN8tlxnqegpcWcNqKSay28cuGD_oO90EOmuNX931eDxC4qL4ViF_Jq8dJJj8W9OJcXh36qNsrpu_v3lpLo5g8


UPCOMING 
EVENTS! 
Sunday, December 3rd 
Mission Trip Deposits are 
due! Please hand into the  
office or give to Heather.  
 
Sat/Sun December 2nd & 3rd  
Poinsettia Fundraiser 
10-6pm on Saturday; after all masses on Sunday •Fr 
Quinn Hall 
All poinsettias are ____. Help us raise money for our 
Mission Trip in 2018! 
**Volunteers needed to help sell poinsettias** Please 
sign up for a time. Parent volunteers are also needed.  
 
Sunday, December 3rd  
Mass with IGNITE 
6:30pm 
Please join me in sitting on the right side of the church 
together for Mass led by our very own IGNITE! 
 
Sunday, December 10th 
Monthly meeting/Christmas Party! 
12-2pm 
Bring donations for Birthright- check out an email com-
ing soon with items needed. Come dressed in the holiday 
spirit- prize for the most creative attire! We will also be 
making Christmas cards that will be distributed to Meals 
on Wheels with Boyertown Multi-Service plus other fun, 
festive activities! Please sign up to bring something to 
eat/drink. 
 
Caroling: Date and time TBD! 
 
More information or questions, contact Heather at: 
youthgroup@stcolumbkill.org 
 

Youth Group (7th-12th Grades) TEEN BLOG 
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Five Christmas Gifts That Don’t 
Come In Boxes by JAY MARTIN 

Faith                                               
Last but not least, the gift of your faith is 

something that was made to be shared with 
others, and what better time than Christmas! 
Ask your loved ones how you can pray for 
them, and when they give you their inten-

tions, instead of saying, “Okay, I’ll pray for 
you!” and walking away, instead ask them, 
“Ok cool, can we pray right now?” and go 

for it! That prayer experience is much more 
personal and powerful when shared.  Other 
ways to give this gift can be going to con-

fession as a family, making a rosary for 
someone, or simply being open to sharing 
with people with different faiths what you 

believe, and listening to them too with com-
passion. 

It can seem daunting to discuss the Catholic 
faith, especially if some family members or 
friends don’t share your beliefs, but this is 
so important now more than ever. 1 Peter 

3:15 tells us to “always be ready to give an 
explanation to anyone who asks you for a 

reason for your hope.” Christmas is a great 
time of hope and faith, and these are gifts 

that are at the top of every person’s life wish 
list. 

An Extra-Merry Christmas                         
If you want to make the most of the Christ-

mas season and give gifts that aren’t collect-
ing dust by February, really consider one of 

these five gifts that don’t come in a box. Not 
only are they incredibly affordable in terms 

of Christmas spending, more importantly 
they’re personal, heartfelt and all revolve 

around love.  

Christmas isn’t about what’s wrapped under 
the tree, it’s about gifts of self and acts of 

love that reflect the gift and love we re-
ceived when Jesus Himself arrived on 

Christmas – the greatest gift of all.  

Source:  https://lifeteen.com/blog/five-
christmas-gifts-that-dont-come-in-boxes/ 

Young Adults (Ages 18-34) 

Heather Shainline is our Director of both our Youth 
Group and our Young Adult Group. 
Our next meeting will be December 10th with the 
youth group meeting after the 11am Mass! We will be 
making cards for two retirement homes in the Boy-
ertown area. Bring a box or two of Christmas cards 
with you. See you there! 
 
For information contact Heather at: 
youthgroup@stcolumbkill.org  ! 



 St. Francis Academy 
668 Pine Street 
Bally, PA 
www.sfabally.org 
 

 
Dec. 7 - Home and School Meeting 6:30 PM 
Dec. 8 - Feast of the Immaculate Conception Mass 9:00 
Join us for our annual tree lighting immediately after 
Mass.  Look out for 275! 
Dec. 8 - Last day to order anniversary apparel for 
Christmas delivery. 
 
SFA 275 Anniversary Update 
*Have you seen our new St. Francis statue?  Check it 
out. 
     *In honor of our anniversary, we are raising money 
to give our school a landscape makeover which will 
include a new home for our Blessed Mother statue.   
We are calling it our “Hedge Fund”.  We have a goal of 
$6,000.  We have earned $2,123.67 so far.  (The stu-
dents raised the first $293.67)  Watch your mail for  
information on how you can become a donor too.    
      
*Commemorative apparel,, Christmas ornaments, water  
bottles, and notecards are also available for purchase.   
Order forms will be in your mailing.  Please call school 
with any questions. 
      
*We are working on a Christmas gift project for our 
alumni active military service members.  If you know 
someone, please call school at 610-845-7364.   
We need home addresses. 
      
*Think Spring- We are planning a big alumni party. 
 
Please continue to save your Redner’s receipts and 
BoxTops for Education for the school.  
Plastic cash is sold at MBS after all Sunday masses and 
through school on  
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. 
 
Calling all St. Francis Academy/Most Blessed  
Sacrament School Alumni who are active Military  
Service members.  As part of our anniversary  
celebration we would like to send you a small  
token of our thanks for your service.  We need names 
and home addresses.  Families can call school with the  
information. 610-845-7364  
  

Message from St. Francis Academy 
Our Parish Elementary School 
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Bible Quiz (Answers next week) 

1.This young boy defeated a giant. 
__________ 
2. This prophet was swallowed by a 
fish. _______ 
 
3. What animal was often used for 
transportation in the Bible? _____ 
 
4.Who was the Son of God? _____ 
 
5. What was the name of Jesus' 
mother?_______ 
 
6. What did Jesus' father do for a 
job? ______ 
 
7. Jesus told a parable about a 
prodigal _________. 
 
8. What is the shortest verse in the 
Bible? ________ 
 
9. How many disciples or apostles 
did Jesus have?________ 

Youth Humor of the Week 
 

The 2nd Grade PREP catechist asked, “Where 
was Jesus born?” Little Johnnie, of course, 
raised his hand.  “Yes, Johnnie?”  He said, 
“Philadelphia.” “No, try again” the teacher 
said.  “Pittsburgh.”  The teacher shook her head 
and said that it wasn’t  
Pittsburgh, either. 
 
Dismayed, Johnnie asked, “Where then?” “In  
Bethlehem," the catechist replied. 
 
“Oh” replied Johnnie, “ I knew it was  
somewhere in Pennsylvania!”  
   

And the Baby Jesus was smiling! 



Father Marty’s Corner   

Today we celebrate as a Church the First Sunday of Advent.  It is the beginning of a new 
liturgical year.  There is a three-cycle rotation of liturgical years.  We have Cycle A which 
highlights Saint Matthew’s gospel, Cycle B which highlights Saint Mark’s gospel and Cycle 
C which highlights Saint Luke’s gospel.  The gospel of Saint John is interspersed  
throughout the three cycles.  We just concluded Cycle A which is the gospel of Saint  
Matthew.  Now we begin Cycle 
B which is Saint Mark.   
 
These cycles provide us the  
opportunity to hear from each 
gospel writer and the message 
which is the focus of each  
gospel.  Advent has a two-fold character no matter which cycle we are in.  It is always a 
time of preparation for Christmas, which was the First Coming.  But it is also the time when 
we must prepare ourselves for Christ’s Second Coming at the end of time.  These two  
comings provide a period of joy-filled expectation; one that is proximate and one that is 
long –awaited.   
 
The readings throughout the season prepare us to celebrate the birth of Christ while  
reflecting on all of salvation history.  We are invited to begin again on our journey repeating 
the stories that remind us of the coming of Christ in history while preparing us for His com-
ing again.  God’s ways are not always our ways and we need to remind ourselves of all that 
Jesus has done for us. Happy Advent! 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: 
"Be watchful! Be alert! 
You do not know when the time will come. 
It is like a man traveling abroad. 
He leaves home and places his servants in charge, 
each with his own work, 
and orders the gatekeeper to be on the watch. 
 
Watch, therefore; 
you do not know when the Lord of the house is 
coming, 

whether in the evening, or at midnight, 
or at cockcrow, or in the morning. 
 
May he not come suddenly and find you sleeping. 
What I say to you, I say to all: 'Watch!'"  

First Sunday of Advent— Mark 13: 33-37 
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STEWARDSHIP 
Facilities Faith Lift 

Thank you for your         con-
tinued support of our Facili-
ties Faith Lift       Campaign. 
Your support and prayers 
have been and    continue to 
be vitally       important to the 
success of our three year cam-
paign.      

July 1st marked our two year 
anniversary.  We will contin-
ue to accept new   pledges at 

any time during our campaign. Please contact Gayle at 
the parish office if you wish to fill out a commitment 

card to pledge.  We have reached our $1,000,000 goal in 
pledges received….we are still accepting pledges!!   

Your continued generous support is appreciated. 
Please contact Gayle Fontaine at the parish office if you 

have any questions at all concerning your pledge        
payment.   

Thank you for your continued support of our               
Facilities Faith Lift Campaign! 
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THANK YOU CHILDREN!! 
 

Our Penny Pledge total to date is: $11,397.76  !!!  
CONGRATULATIONS and thank you for your 
help in making this milestone a reality.   
Father Marty announced this fantastic in September 
at the Children’s Mass. 
 
Our new Penny Pledge Milestone is $15,000. 
Please continue to bring in your pennies and deposit 
them into the coin container in the narthex for the 
remaining months of our campaign. 
Every penny counts!!   

We wish to thank you for your consistent giving!   

Fiscal Year July 2017 —June 2018  
  

Weekend of Nov 18 & 19—2017 
 Wkly. offering necessary for Budget……$13,800.00  
Actual Weekly Offering …………...........$14,049.67  
Net Weekly Overage…………………… ….$249.67 
YTD Budget Offering………………….$289,800.00  
YTD Actual Offering Income………….$266,787.79 
YTD Shortage..…………………………-$23,012.21 
 

Weekend of Nov 25 & 26—2017 
 Wkly. offering necessary for Budget……$13,800.00  
Actual Weekly Offering …………...........$15,324.67  
Net Weekly Overage……………………...$1,524.67 
YTD Budget Offering………………….$303,600.00  
YTD Actual Offering Income………….$282,112.46 
YTD Shortage..…………………………-$21,487.54 
 
St. Vincent DePaul Thanksgiving Collection $843 !! 
Thank you for all your support! 
 
Facilities Faith Lift Prayer  
Thank you, Father, for every blessing comes from 
you. You gifted us with time, talent and treasure. 
Teach us to give time first to You. Teach us how to 
pray. You bestowed on us unique talents. By unifying 
our gifts, You  
connect us as one body. Teach us how to serve. Time 
and talent together create our treasures. Teach us how 
to glorify YOU with every breath of our lives.  
Amen!  
 
Facilities Faith Lift New Pledges!! 
Come and see our newly renovated Quinn Hall. 
It is awesome to watch the progress of our  
growing and vibrant parish family!! 
 Our Pledge Campaign still has a little less than a 
year left and if you have not pledged to this wonder-
ful campaign we are asking you to consider doing so.  
In the spirit of  
St. Francis of Assisi…we are begging! 
There are pledge cards in the Narthex of the Church.  
More information to follow on this.  Thank you! 



Parish News and Information 

The Knights Corner 

OUR SENIOR GROUP 
 
NEXT SENIOR GROUP 
MONTHLY  
MEETING : 
 
December 14 at 1 p.m. 
In Quinn Hall 
 
Doolan’s Trip on Dec 7-Cancelled!  
 
Next scheduled trip is Jan 3-2018 to Sands Casino in 
Bethlehem. More info to come shortly. 
  
For information about trips or to sign up  

Contact Peg Bryan at 610 754-7516 or  email at 
stcolumbseniortrips@comcast.net 

 
SENIORS GROUP  
Group is open to people 50 years of age and have paid their 
current membership dues. 

 Call Don Gilbert for info on joining!  
610-369-5950 

From our St. Columbkill  
Knights of Columbus Council 

 
  
 

 
 
Monthly Breakfast will be held next Sunday    
December 10th......Starting January 2018 the 
monthly     breakfast will switch to 
the FIRST Sunday of  every month. 
 
2. Pre-Super Bowl Party to be held on Saturday      
February 3rd after the 5:00 Mass.    
 
3. St. Valentines Day Dance to be held 
on Saturday February 17 after the 5:00 Mass 
 
4. Prime Rib & Crab Cake Dinner to be held 
on Saturday April 21 after the 5:00 Mass 

Did you know?  
Tradition  has it that the first recorded date of  
Christmas being celebrated on December 25th was in 
336 A.D., during the time of the Roman Emperor  
Constantine (he was the first Christian Roman  
Emperor). A few years later, Pope Julius I officially 
declared that the birth of Jesus would be celebrated on 
the 25th December.  However as time went on, in the 
West, the birth of Christ has been celebrated on  
December 25, and in the East on January 6.  
 
Question:  At the time of the census when 
Christ was born, why did Mary and Joseph not 
stay in Nazareth?  What town did they go to and 
why? 
 
Last Week’s Answer:  What does the 
“Immaculate Conception mean?   
The Immaculate Conception means that Mary, 
whose conception was brought about the normal 
way, was conceived without original sin or its 
stain—that’s what "immaculate" means:  
without stain. The essence of original sin con-
sists in the deprivation of sanctifying grace, and 
its stain is a corrupt nature. Mary was preserved 
from these defects by God’s grace; from the 
first instant of her existence she was in the state 
of sanctifying grace and was free from the  
corrupt nature original sin brings.  
Source: https://www.catholic.com/tract/
immaculate-conception-and-assumption 

And you can look all of this up! 
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Welcome New Members of Our Parish Family! 
 

Gregg and Christine Adelson 
Stephen Berkowitz and Samantha Mook 
Rebecca Cheyney 
Dave and Marie Gardner 
Gerard and Meredith Gartner 
Christopher and Elvia Glass 
Richard and Barbara Grochowski 
Richard and Barbara Lee 
Jonathan and Elizabeth Lembach 
Stacey Locker 
Kathryn Maylath 
Mary Ann Maylath 
Naomi Minhas 
Kristen and Timothy O’Keefe 
Joseph and Bonnie Omashel 
Michael and Mary Patti 
Courtney Sahm 
Kerry Smith 
Donald and April Tinneny 
Matthew and Laura Weidmann 
Matt and Jessica Wolfe 

mailto:stcolumbseniortrips@comcast.net


Parish News and Events 

 
Our Annual Chili Cook Off is Around the Corner January 20, 2018 
 WANTED!  The best Chili in town!  Do you think you have the secret recipe for the best?  Put your chili to the test at the 23 rd 
Annual St. Columbkill Chili Cook-off!  In addition to your chance to win the coveted 1st Place Chili Pepper Trophy and cash 
prize, you can listen and dance to great music provided by Scott Entertainment.  Only 20 contestant spots are available so enter 
before it’s too late!  To enter, please email Mike Lineman at michaell@stcolumbkill.org or call 610.689.0755. 
 
Ministry Schedule—The next Ministry Schedule will begin the weekend of Saturday, January 6, 2018 and run through Sunday, 
March 25, 2018. Please submit any unavailable calendar dates to Lisa DeSimone at lisad@stcolumbkill.org, or drop a note in the 
collection basket, or call the church office at 610-367- 2371 no later than Wednesday December 15, 2018. 
Sign Up for Christmas and New Year will be in the Narthex 
 

Widow & Widowers Support Group—The next “REACH OUT” will be on Sunday December 10th at St Columbkill’s office 
meeting room at 1 PM. More info call Deacon Mike Boyle at: 484-336-9849 
 
The ST. COLUMBKILL DAILY LOTTERY kicks-off this week!  Each ticket gives you 28 chances to win a cash prize during 
the month of February…and you can win more than once!  These tickets make great Christmas presents. Only 1000 tickets being 
sold…get your tickets early so you can reserve your favorite numbers.  Nearly $5000 in cash prizes will be available to win.  
Tickets are available in the Parish Office starting Monday, November 27th.  GOOD LUCK! 
 

Family Advent Activities slated for Saturday December 9th after the 5:00 pm Mass!  Watch for details in the bulletin!   
Dinner, craft, Christmas Story told and a visit with YOU KNOW WHO!  Tickets to be sold two weeks prior!  Mark your calen-
dars...fun for the whole family! 
 

Christmas Wafers  
Christmas wafers which are imprinted with a religious design of the Christmas season, and which are traditionally shared at the 
main Christmas meal are available in the Parish Office. A small donation requested. 

 
Divine Mercy Team Members 
Meeting on Tuesday, Dec 12th at 7 p.m. in our Conference Room.  Anyone interested in joining our ministry of prayers and ser-
vice for the seriously ill & dying.  All are welcome! Come to our meeting or call Paula Rhoads 484-942-7670 
 

Life AD Donation Coupon 
Be counted when we publish this anti-abortion/pro-life ad in the Reading Eagle on Sunday, Jan 22, 2018. The suggested donation 
is $6/person, $12/couple or family.  Sandra Eidle will be in the Narthex taking Names on the weekends of December 9/10and 
16/17or make donations (check payable to “Life Ad”) into your Sunday Mass collection or mail to: St. Ignatius Loyola Rectory 
2810 St. Albans Dr. Sinking Spring, Pa. 19608. Make sure your name, parish name & Phone # attached. 
 

Congratulations and Prayerful Best Wishes to James Lanahan and Lois Frame who were made one in the Sacrament of Holy 
Matrimony on Saturday, October 28, 2017 at a Nuptial Mass celebrated by Fr. Marty Kern  
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Sacramental Life 
Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession 

 Saturday 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. or any time by contacting the Parish Office 
Sacrament of Baptism 

 - 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month at 12:15 p.m. 
 Baptism Prep Classes for parents and godparents are held the 2nd of the month at 12:15 p.m.  

in the EHST Room.  
Sacrament of Matrimony 

 Arrangements must be made a minimum of 6 months in advance.   
All Couples must participate in the Marriage Prep Program. 

Staff Directory 
 
Pastor - Father Martin F. Kern 
Weekend Assistant – Fr. Kevin Bobbin 
Deacons -  James Kochu, Joseph L. Paschall,  
Joseph Petrauskas, Michael V. Woodall, Emeritus 
Administrative Assistants - Lisa De Simone: 
lisad@stcolumbkill.org     
Along  with:   Mary Lou  Heisler, and Joann Rivera 
Chief Financial Officer/Campaign Coordinator -  
Gayle B. Fontaine 
Parish Visitor - Sister Jean Wickenheiser OSF  
Parish School, St. Francis Academy -  
Deacon Thomas J. Murphy, Headmaster 
Director of Preschool—Adriana Segaline;               
preschool@stcolumbkill.org 
Director of Religious Education - Constance J. Boyer: 
connieb@stcolumbkill.org    
Coordinators of Religious Education   
Patricia & Joseph Petrauskas 
Director of Youth Ministry - Heather Shainline: 
youthgroup@stcolumbkill.org 
Director of Music - Deborah Maskrey 
Director Communications/Marketing - 
George A. DeFrehn, OFS: georged@stcolumbkill.org 
RCIA Coordinator—Margaret Chovanes 610-248-2171 
Volunteer Coordinator—Mary Snyder  
 
Diocesan Victim Assistance Coord. - Wendy S Krisak, 
MA, NCC, LPC   Direct Line  800-791-9209 
Diocesan Safe Environment Coord. - Sr. Meg Cole, 
SSJ,MS.LMFT,  610-332-0442, ext. 2019 

Page 10 

Weekly and Monthly Meetings  
 

 Alcoholics Anonymous meets each Monday          
@ 5:30 p.m.in Ehst Room 

 
 Over-eaters Anonymous meets each Monday      

 @  Noon in Ehst Room 
 

 Rosary Group meets each Monday evening in  
Chapel at 7 p.m. during Adoration 

 
 Men’s Prayer Group meets with Deacon Jim the 

first Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. 
 

 The Shawl Ministry meets the third Tuesday of each 
month in the Conference Room at 10 a.m. 

 
 Human Concerns Ministry meets on the 1st Wed. of 

each month at 7 pm in parish Conference Room 
 

 Charismatic Prayer –Bible Group Meets each 
Wednesday @ 7:15 p.m. in Quinn Hall– Info: Sue -

 610-367-4711 or Don dondenick@comcast.net  
 

 The Senior Group meets 2nd Thursday of each 
month in Quinn Hall at 1 p.m. 

 
 Bible Study held on Thursday mornings following 

the 9 a.m. Mass in the Ehst Room.  
  

tel:(610)%20367-4711
mailto:dondenick@comcast.net

