
 17 Dec 2017  St. Columbkill Parish 
200 Indian Spring Rd, Boyertown, PA  19512 
Phone:  610-367-2371  ·  Fax:  610-369-0242 

Web:  www.stcolumbkill.org 
Diocese Victim Assistant Coordinator,  

Wendy Krisak—(800)791-9209 
Safe Environment Coordinator. 610-332-0442 x 19 

Sr. Meg Cole 

 
The Next Holy Days of 

Obligation are: 
 

Christmas Day 
December 25, 2017 

& 
Solemnity of Mary 

January 1, 2018  
 

See Confession and 
Mass Schedules on  
Page 8 and on our 

Website Home Page! 

 

 "I baptize with 
water; 

but there is one 
among you 

whom you do 
not recognize, 
the one who is 
coming after 

me, 
whose sandal 
strap I am not 

worthy to  
untie."  

 
 

 
John 

1: 
6-8,  

19-28 

St. Columbkill  
All Guests and New  

Parishioners are most   
WELCOME! 

Please go to our home 
page where you can 

register online to join 
our wonderful parish 

family! 

   www.allentowndiocese.org  

Mission Statement:  We are a Catholic community drawing people to follow Jesus and His message of love. 
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SACRAMENT OF  
RECONCILIATION  

 
IS HEARD EVERY  
SATURDAY FROM  
4 P.M. TO 4:45 P.M.  

 
BEFORE THE  
SATURDAY  

EVENING VIGIL 
MASS 

Third  
Sunday of  

Advent 

Hear Ye, Hear Ye!!! 
MARCH FOR LIFE FRIDAY, JANUARY 19, 2018  
LOOK on our Home Page to reserve and pay online!  
Payments MUST be made by December 19, 2017. 

  
Now is the time to schedule your vacation 
day from work if necessary, so you can join 
us for this incredible pep rally for LIFE!  
 
The day begins with Mass for the Unborn at 
6:30am before boarding the bus to  
Washington, DC. The program on the  
National Mall begins at 12 noon and the 
March follows. Cost is $50 per adult . 
 
To reserve a seat go on our website Home 
Page find the March for Life AD and follow 
the instructions.  Or drop your check off at 
the Parish Office made out to St. Columbkill 
Church.  Questions... please contact  Candee 

Holzman at :  484-431-2085.or candeeh@stcolumbkill.org.  

A Paid Reservation is confirmed ONLY when your payment is received. If 
not enough seats are sold, the trip will be cancelled.  So reserve your seat 
now! 

 

http://www.allentowndiocese.org/


Please Pray  
For the  

following  
Intentions… 
For Our Family Members in the Military 
Seaman Recruit Steve Hoffa 
SPC Jeremy Larson 
Jonathan Taylor 
Staff Sgt. Robert Preston 
1st Lieutenant Dana DeMartino 
USN Petty Officer Joseph Scarberry, Jr. 
Lance Corporal David Vogler 
Sergeant Brian Weber 
Sergeant Jason Emerich 
Sergeant David O’Brien 
LCDR Brian Blair 
Sergeant Steve Lafond 
USN Petty Officer Jennifer McBride 
Lt. Steve Rohe 
Sergeant Jesse Miele 
USN Petty Officer Stephanie McBride 
SPC Kyle Laskoskie 
1st Lieutenant Eric Antonucci 
Lt. Andrew Moyer, USN 
Airman Josh Bartman 
Airman Morghan Poitras 
Corporal Joshua Taylor  
USN Petty Officer Matthew R. Goldschmidt 
Senior Airman Corey Kelch 
2nd Lieutenant Zachary Bregovi 
Lance Corporal Andrew J. Carpenter  
PV2 Somer Leanne Guhl -1st Calvary Division  
PV2 Ray Fazio  
SFC Ommannan Gonzalez  
LTJG Daniel Patti, USN 
1st LT Joseph Patti, USA 
 PV2 Cole Keenan  
Prayer: 
“Lord, hold our troops in Your loving hands.  Protect them as 
they protect us.  Bless them and their families for the selfless 
acts that they perform for us in our time of need.  I ask this in the 
name of Jesus, our Lord & Savior.  Amen.” 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
Monday, December 18  
9:00 AM – Anthony Kaminski by Carl & Loretta Lawlor 
 
Tuesday, December 19  
9:00 AM – Doctor Laurence Marusak by Connie De Mario  
 
Wednesday, December 20  
9:00 AM –Donald Quinn by Carl & Loretta Lawlor 
 
Thursday, December 21 
9:00 AM – Michael Pita by daughter, Bonnie 
 
Friday, December 22 
9:00 AM – Theresa Kriebel by husband, Don 
 
Saturday, December 23  
5:00 PM – Dominick & Caroline DiGuglielmo  
  by grandchildren & great-grandchildren 
 
Sunday, December 24  
7:30 AM – Nicholas Hiriak by Tony & Vivian Coccia 
 
9:00 AM – Deceased Members of the Curley & Speck  
     Families 
11:00 AM – Evelyn Horan Bannion by Fr. Martin Kern 
 
Christmas Vigil, December 24  
5:00 PM (Church)-Christmas Flower Memorials 
 
5:00 PM (Quinn Hall) Jane & Jimmy Di Cindio by Leonard 
    & Jeanette Bauer 
8:00 PM (Church) Christmas Flower Memorials 
 
11:00 PM (Church) Christmas Flower Memorials 
 

PRAYFUL INTENTIONS  FOR THE WEEK 

Sanctuary Candle 
  In Loving Memory of Michael Pita by daughter,  

Bonnie    
   Bread and Wine  

    For the Intentions of Nikki Rinehimer by  

Bob and Judy 

Altar Flowers 
Honor a loved one with Altar Flowers by calling the Parish 

Office at 610.367.2371                     
 

Please Pray for the Recently Deceased who 
           are Relatives of Parishioners 

Mary J. Richardson mother of Joseph Richardson     
  

PRAY FOR OUR PRIESTS 
Mon Dec 18— Fr. Thomas Kuller 
Tue Dec 19— Permanent Deacons 
Wed Dec 20— Fr. Joseph Kweder 
Thur Dec 21— Fr. Patrick Lamb 
Fri Dec 22— Fr. Brendon Laroche 
Sat Dec 23— Fr. Keith Laskowski 
Sun Dec 24— Fr. Peter Leonard 
 

EXTENDED ADORATION 
Hours of Adoration in our Holy Family Chapel 
Mondays 10 a.m. to Midnight 
Tuesdays Midnight to Midnight 
Wednesdays Midnight to Midnight 
Thursdays Midnight to Midnight  
Fridays Midnight to 6:00 p.m. 
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Apologetics-Defending the Faith 

Why Don’t Jehovah Witnesses Celebrate Christmas? 

So, you’re at a neighborhood holiday celebration and 
a Jehovah Witness is there and you hear them say 
they do NOT celebrate Christmas.  As a Catholic 
Christian, you should really know why they don’t..  
Here’s part of the reason. 

The Witnesses do not believe that Christ is the   
Eternal Son of God, equal to the Father, and that the 
Holy Spirit is the third equal   divine Person. Alt-
hough Christ revealed clearly the doctrine of the  
Holy Trinity and spoke of the Holy Spirit as personal 
(John 14:26), Joseph Rutherford, co-founder of the 
Witnesses, says the Holy Spirit is any power or    
influence exercised by God.  
 
Christ, according to the Witnesses, was Jehovah’s 
first creation." He is not equal with the Father. Taze 
Russell, the other founder, taught that Christ was 
"Michael, the Archangel." "In obedience to God, he 
gave up his spirit-being and was born of Mary as a 
wholly human       being." The Witnesses still teach 
that Jehovah God created a spirit-son, Christ Jesus, 
who, before becoming man, was also known as    
Michael the Archangel. This spirit-son, not God but 
more like a favorite angel, took on human flesh as a   
perfect man. To make it fit in with their strange be-
liefs, the Witnesses do not scruple to manipulate the 
words of the Bible. For example, where Saint John 
wrote at the beginning of his Gospel: "the Word was 
God," the Witnesses’ version is "the Word was a 
god."   

Thus, we can easily extrapolate that since, to the  
Witnesses, Jesus is NOT the incarnate Son of God, 
born to the Virgin Mary...for them there can be NO 
Christmas. 

Lastly, we can emphatically state that  the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses are not true Bible Christians. They reject 
the only authority there is in the world for the Bible, 
namely the Catholic Church.  They also cannot be 
considered Christians by the very fact that reject the 
teaching of the Trinity...our Triune God: Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit.  “And now you know!” 

Source: https://www.catholic.com/magazine/print-
edition/what-jehovahs-witnesses-believe 

 

Ministries & Neighborhood News 

BERKS CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL   
Christmas Vespers- December 17th  in the Franco Post 
Auditorium beginning at 4pm.  Admission is free. 
 Saints Shoot Out and Cheerleading Clinic- December 
27, 2017- For Boys and Girls Grades K-8.  Offensive 
moves for guards and forwards, dribbling moves, 
shooting, shooting off the dribble, shooting off the 
pass, and shoot out contest. Please go to the Berks 
Catholic Website for a registration form. 
www.berkscatholic.org 

“Love Lights” 
The Human Concerns Ministry will be selling “Love 
Lights” after all masses on the weekend of  
December  17 for $4.00 each.  Love Lights may be 
purchased “In Memory of a Special Loved One” or 
“In Honor of Someone Special.”  The love light dove 
is placed on the tree in the Narthex from the fourth 
Sunday of Advent through Epiphany  
Sunday.  The person purchasing the love light  
receives a beautiful Christmas card that may be sent 
to the person they are honoring or shared with others 
commemorating the memory of their loved one.   
Proceeds from the love light sales will benefit the 
John Paul II Center for Special Learning. 
 
Christmas Wafers                                                      
Christmas wafers which are imprinted with a        re-
ligious design of the Christmas season, and which are 
traditionally shared at the main Christmas meal are 
available in the Parish Office. A small donation    
requested. 

Part-Time Office Assistant 
Our Lady’s Missionaries of the Eucharist, 640 E. Main St., 
Birdsboro, PA 19508  
Our Lady’s Missionaries of the Eucharist is dedicated to 
the spiritual formation of the laity with communities in PA, 
NJ, and VA.  
Part-Time Hours: 2-3 days a week 8:30 am – 3:00 pm. 
Summer hours 1-2 days a week.  
Must be proficient in Microsoft Word.  
Please email resumes to sjn@olme.org. 
 

EXTENDED ADORATION 
Here at St. Columbkill we  have Adoration for the 
following hours and days in our Holy Family Chapel 
Mondays: 10:00 a.m. to 11:59 p.m. ( 14 hours) 
Tuesdays 12:00 a.m. to 11:59 p.m. (24 hours) 
Wednesdays: 12:00 a.m. to 11:59 p.m. (24 hours) 
Thursdays: 12:00 a.m. to 11:59 p.m. (24 hours) 
Fridays: 12:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. (18 hours)  
If interested in spending an hour with Jesus… 
contact Josh Petrauskas at: 
joshp@stcolumbkill.org 

mailto:sjn@olme.org


UPCOMING 
EVENTS! 
 
Mission Trip 2018 
From June 17th -June 22nd 
we will be attending the  
Catholic Heart Work Camp in 
Cumberland, Maryland! This amazing opportunity is 
open to ALL students entering 8th -12th grade, 2018 
graduates and young adults 18-20 years old!  
 
90.00 Deposit is due NOW!  Don’t miss out!! 
More information or questions, contact Heather at: 
youthgroup@stcolumbkill.org 
 
 

 
Do You Want to Start Reading the Bible? Here’s 
How to Begin. 
by MARK HART 
I meet tens of thousands of people a year at different 
events. Most of them are Catholic Christians who 
want to start reading the Bible but don’t know where 
to start. 
So, if you’ve ever wanted to go deeper into God’s 
Word but haven’t known how to approach it, allow me 
to suggest a few tips (so you can learn from my     
mistakes). 
 
Like anything else, if you want to build something … 
in this case, your knowledge and love for the Scrip-
tures … you don’t just grab a hammer and some nails 
and start pounding. To ensure that you don’t just jump 
in and then quit out of frustration or confusion, there 
are certain things you can do to be more successful. 
 
We’ll attack this on three levels … the tools, the   
blueprint and the construction. By the end you’ll have 
ten total steps to help you build your bodily temple 
into a Biblical fortress, able to resist anything the devil 
can throw at you. 
 
The Tools 
Let’s start with three things you should do before you 
start studying. 
 
1. Pick a time, but not just any time. Commit to a   
daily time that you’ll open God’s Word but be sure 
it’s an intelligent time. If you’re really tired, for       
example, than reading the Bible once you’re in bed  
probably isn’t the best time. Pick a time when you’re 
totally awake so you can give your full   attention. 

Youth Group (7th-12th Grades) 

TEEN BLOG 
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 2. Pick a Bible that you can understand. Get your-
self a good Catholic Bible (that way you have all 
73 books), but if you don’t have one right now, 
that shouldn’t keep you from reading. The best 
translation today is the one that you already have. 
It’s important that your Bible is comfortable to 
read, light enough to take with you, durable 
enough to really use, and inexpensive enough that 
you don’t feel bad writing or marking in it. If you 
haven’t seen it … I highly recommend the Life 
Teen Catholic Teen Bible. Remember, your Bible 
is meant to be used. 
 
3. Have other books that help you understand the 
BOOK. There are some great resources out there 
designed to help you understand the Bible better. 
A book like Heaven’s Roar is a great introduction 
to the gospel stories and will walk you step by 
step through St. Mark’s gospel. Ask the Bible 
Geek is a good resource to help you start to see 
“how God thinks” by having different verses un-
packed and explained in a way that relates them to 
everyday life. Ascend  is an invaluable resource 
because it gives you insights and background into 
the Sunday Mass readings. You won’t believe 
how much more you get out of the first half of 
mass if you spend 10 minutes in Ascend each 
week. You may also want to check out the Ignati-
us Catholic Bible Study series by Scott Hahn and 
Curtis Mitch as the insights and footnotes are in-
credibly useful. Lastly, You Can Understand the 
Bible by Peter Kreeft is a great resource for learn-
ing the background of each Biblical book and 
what to watch out for when reading them on your 
own. (continued next week) 
 
Source: https://lifeteen.com/blog/how-to-start-
reading-the-bible/ 

Young Adults (Ages 18-34) 

 
Heather Shainline is our Director of both our 
Youth Group and our Young Adult Group. 
Our next meeting for Young Adults will 
be held in January 2018 .  Date TBD. 
 

Merry Christmas!  Happy 2018!! 
 

For information contact Heather at: 
youthgroup@stcolumbkill.org  ! 

http://store.lifeteen.com/catholicteenbible.aspx
http://store.lifeteen.com/catholicteenbible.aspx
http://store.lifeteen.com/heavensroarabeginnersguidetothegospel.aspx
http://store.lifeteen.com/askthebiblegeek.aspx
http://store.lifeteen.com/askthebiblegeek.aspx
http://store.lifeteen.com/ascend.aspx


 St. Francis Academy 
668 Pine Street 
Bally, PA 
www.sfabally.org 
 

Dec. 22 - School Liturgy 10:00 AM 
Early Dismissal 12:00 Noon. 
  
The students and staff of SFA would like to wish eve-
ryone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 
*Looking ahead to 2018 
-We’ll continue observing our 275th anniversary. 
-Catholic Schools Week will be celebrated from Jan. 28 
to Feb. 2, 2018  Watch for details. 
-Gr. 5 through 8 will participate in a Social Studies Ex-
po. 
-New teacher website will take place in January 
 
*Please continue to save your Redner’s receipts and 
BoxTops for Education for the school.  
Plastic cash is sold at MBS after all Sunday masses and 
through school on  
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. 
 

*Calling all St. Francis Academy/Most Blessed  
Sacrament School Alumni who are active military ser-
vice members.  As part of our anniversary celebration 
we would like to send you a small token of our thanks 
for your service.  We need names and home addresses.  
Families can call school with the information 610-845-
7364. 
 
*No Plastic Cash sales on the holiday weekends. 
 

Youth Humor of the Week 
 
The First Grade PREP Catechist had her class draw a 
Nativity scene.  Little Ernie had done a fine job in 
drawing the baby in the manger, with Mary and Joseph 
and the animals: but the catechist noticed with anxiety 
that he had drawn a little fat man right beside the  
manger.  She asked, “Ernie, that isn’t Santa, is it?   
 
Indignantly, Ernie answered, (Drum roll please)… 
 
“Of course not, that’s Round John Virgin.” 
 

And the Virgin Mary was indeed smiling! 

Message from St. Francis Academy 
Our Parish Elementary School 
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Bible Quiz (Answers next week) 

 
1.) Which two books of the New Testament 
did Luke write?  ________ -___________ 
 
2.) What was Luke's occupation?  
______________________. 
 
3.) Which of these narratives was recorded 
only by Luke? 
*visit of the wise men 
*The turning of water to wine 
*raising Lazarus from the dead 
*visit of Gabriel to Mary  
(The Annunciation)  
 
4) Which of these narratives was recorded 
only by Luke? 
*Jesus being nailed to the cross 
*Jesus being fed vinegar 
*Jesus being spit upon 
*Jesus sweating blood  
 
5.) Which of these narratives was recorded 
only by Luke? 
*Jesus' discussion with Zacchaeus 
*Jesus being a carpenter 
*Jesus raising the daughter of Jairus 
*Jesus appointing and sending forth the 72  
 
6.) Which of the apostles betrayed Jesus? 
__________________ 
. 
7.) What is another name for the sermon on 
the mount? _____________. 
 
8.) What did Jesus feed to 5,000 people? 
____________________. 
 
9.) What was the name of the Sea where  
Jesus calmed a storm? _____________. 
 
10.) Who was thrown into a lions' den by 
King Darius?  (Hint: This person prayed to 
God three times a day.) 
______________________. 



Father Marty’s Corner   

 

Today we celebrate Gaudete Sunday—the Third Sunday of Advent.  The word Gaudete means rejoice.  It is 
the first word of the Entrance Antiphon for the Third Sunday and that is the origin of this title.  This Sunday 
is usually the midpoint in the Advent season.  However, this year because of the way the dates fall, we are 
well beyond the middle of Advent.   
 
So, the need to prepare for the coming 
of Christ at Christmas has a particular 
urgency today.  We are also reminded 
of Christ’s coming in glory at the end 
of time.  So why do we rejoice today?  
We rejoice because our God in His 
goodness has sent the Word to live 
among us as His Son.  This event 
changed our history and gave us hope beyond all telling.   
 
May the events of Advent which include the words of the prophet Isaiah and the preaching of John the  
Baptist stir up in each of us an excitement to rejoice at the Savior’s coming this Christmas and His glorious 
coming at the end of time.  

 
A man named John was sent from God. 
He came for testimony, to testify to the light, 
so that all might believe through him. 
He was not the light, 
but came to testify to the light. 
 
And this is the testimony of John. When the Jews from Jerusalem sent priests 
and Levites to him to ask him, "Who are you?" 
He admitted and did not deny it, but admitted, "I am not the Christ." 
So they asked him, "What are you then? Are you Elijah?" 
And he said, "I am not." "Are you the Prophet?" 
He answered, "No." 
So they said to him, "Who are you, so we can give an answer to those who sent us? 
What do you have to say for yourself?" 
 
He said: "I am the voice of one crying out in the desert, 'make straight the way of the Lord,'" 
as Isaiah the prophet said."  Some Pharisees were also sent.  
They asked him, "Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ or Elijah or the Prophet?" 
John answered them, "I baptize with water; 
but there is one among you whom you do not recognize, the one who is coming after me, 
whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie." 
 
This happened in Bethany across the Jordan, 
where John was baptizing.  

Third Sunday of Advent—John 1: 6-8, 19-28 
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STEWARDSHIP 
Facilities Faith Lift 

Thank you for your         con-
tinued support of our Facili-
ties Faith Lift       Campaign. 
Your support and prayers 
have been and    continue to 
be vitally       important to the 
success of our three year cam-
paign.      

July 1st marked our two year 
anniversary.  We will contin-
ue to accept new   pledges at 

any time during our cam-
paign. Please contact Gayle at the parish office if you 

wish to fill out a commitment card to pledge.  We have 
reached our $1,000,000 goal in pledges received….we 
are still accepting pledges!!   Your continued generous 

support is appreciated. 
Please contact Gayle Fontaine at the parish office if you 

have any questions at all concerning your pledge        
payment.   

Thank you for your continued support of our               
Facilities Faith Lift Campaign! 
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THANK YOU CHILDREN!! 
 

Our Penny Pledge total to date is: $11,584.14  !!!  
CONGRATULATIONS and thank you for your 
help in making this milestone a reality.   
Father Marty announced this fantastic in September 
at the Children’s Mass. 
 
Our new Penny Pledge Milestone is $15,000. 
Please continue to bring in your pennies and deposit 
them into the coin container in the narthex for the 
remaining months of our campaign. 
Every penny counts!!   

We wish to thank you for your consistent giving!   

Fiscal Year July 2017 —June 2018  
  

Weekend of Dec 9 & Dec 10—2017 
 Wkly. offering necessary for Budget……$13,800.00  
Actual Weekly Offering …………...........$10,644.54  
Net Weekly Shortage…………………….-$3,155.46 
YTD Budget Offering………………….$331,200.00  
YTD Actual Offering Income………….$308,110.54 
YTD Shortage..…………………………-$23,089.46 

 
Weekend of Dec 2 & Dec 132017 

 Wkly. offering necessary for Budget……$13,800.00  
Actual Weekly Offering …………...........$15,353.54  
Net Weekly Overage……………………...$1,553.54 
YTD Budget Offering………………….$317,400.00  
YTD Actual Offering Income………….$297,466.00 
YTD Shortage..…………………………-$19,934.00 

 
Facilities Faith Lift Prayer  
Thank you, Father, for every blessing comes from 
you. You gifted us with time, talent and treasure. 
Teach us to give time first to You. Teach us how to 
pray. You bestowed on us unique talents. By unify-
ing our gifts, You  
connect us as one body. Teach us how to serve. 
Time and talent together create our treasures. 
Teach us how to glorify YOU with every breath of 
our lives.  
Amen!  
 
Facilities Faith Lift New Pledges!! 
Come and see our newly renovated Quinn Hall. 
It is awesome to watch the progress of our  
growing and vibrant parish family!! 
 Our Pledge Campaign still has a little less than a 
year left and if you have not pledged to this won-
derful campaign we are asking you to consider do-
ing so.  In the spirit of  
St. Francis of Assisi…we are begging! 
There are pledge cards in the Narthex of the 
Church.  More information to follow on this.  
Thank you! 



Parish News and Information 

The Knights Corner 

OUR SENIOR 
GROUP 
 
NEXT SENIOR GROUP 
MONTHLY  
MEETING : 
 
December 14 at 1 p.m. 
In Quinn Hall 
 
Next scheduled trip is Jan 3-2018 to Sands Casino in 
Bethlehem. More info to come shortly. 
  
For information about trips or to sign up  

Contact Peg Bryan at 610 754-7516 or  email at 
stcolumbseniortrips@comcast.net 

 
SENIORS GROUP  
Group is open to people 50 years of age and have paid 
their current membership dues. 

 Call Don Gilbert for info on joining!  
610-369-5950 

From our St. Columbkill  
Knights of Columbus Council 

 
  
 

 
 
Starting January 2018 the monthly breakfast 
will switch to the FIRST Sunday of  every 
month. JANUARY 7TH  is next breakfast! 
 
2. Pre-Super Bowl Party to be held 
on Saturday  February 3rd after 
the 5:00 Mass.    
 
3. St. Valentines Day Dance to be held 
on Saturday February 17 after the 5:00 Mass 
 
4. Prime Rib & Crab Cake Dinner to be held 
on Saturday April 21 after the 5:00 Mass 

Did you know?  
That Eucharistic adoration is a practice in 
the Catholic tradition, in which the Blessed Sacra-
ment is adored by the faithful. This practice may 
occur either when the Eucharist is exposed, or 
when it is not publicly viewable because it is   
reserved in a place such as a church tabernacle. 
Adoration is a sign of devotion to and worship 
of Jesus Christ, who is believed by Catholics to be 
present Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity, under 
the appearance of the consecrated host, that is, 
sacramental bread. From a theological              
perspective, the  adoration is a form of latria, 
based on the   tenet of the real presence of 
Christ in the Blessed Host. 
 
Question:  Why is January 1st a Holy Day of  
Obligation on the Church’s calendar? 
 
Last Week’s Answer:  Who was the first  
martyr in the New Testament?  When is his or her 
Feast Day?  Who stood by and watched this  
innocent person get stoned to death?   Note the 
Bible passage if you can. In Act of the Apostles: 
7: v 58-60 Stephen becomes the first martyr in the 
New Testament after the death and resurrection of  
Jesus.  In this passage we see a young man 
named, Saul, complicate in the murder of this  
innocent man.  And YES, Saul experiences a   
conversion and is renamed...Paul. Saint Stephen’s 
Feast Day is celebrated on December 26th! 

And you can look all of this up! 
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CONFESSIONS PRIOR TO CHRISTMAS 
Monday, December 18  
Tuesday, December 19 
Wednesday, December 20 
4:00 pm - 5:00 pm and 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm 

 
Saturday, December 23 
3:30 pm - 4:30 pm 
 
MASSES 
CHRISTMAS EVE - December 24, 2017 
5:00 pm Church  
5:00 pm Quinn Hall 
8:00 pm Church 
11:00 pm Church 
 
CHRISTMAS DAY - December 25, 2017 
9:00 am and 11:00 am 
 
MASSES FOR NEW YEAR'S 
December 31, 2017 New Year's Eve 5:00 pm 
 
January 1, 2018 New Year's Day 
9:00 am and 11:00 am 

mailto:stcolumbseniortrips@comcast.net


Parish News and Events 

 

Our Annual Chili Cook Off is Around the Corner January 20, 2018 
 WANTED!  The best Chili in town!  Do you think you have the secret recipe for the best?  Put your chili to the test 
at the 23rd Annual St. Columbkill Chili Cook-off!  In addition to your chance to win the coveted 1st Place Chili Pep-
per Trophy and cash prize, you can listen and dance to great music provided by Scott Entertainment.  Only 20 con-
testant spots are available so enter before it’s too late!  To enter, please email Mike Lineman at 
michaell@stcolumbkill.org or call 610.689.0755. 
 
The St. Columbkill Daily Lottery:  kicks-off this week!  Each ticket gives you 28 chances to win a cash prize dur-
ing the month of February…and you can win more than once!  These tickets make great Christmas presents. Only 
1000 tickets being sold…get your tickets early so you can reserve your favorite numbers.  Nearly $5000 in cash priz-
es will be available to win.  Tickets are available in the Parish Office starting Monday, November 27th.  
 
Life AD Donation Coupon 
Be counted when we publish this anti-abortion/pro-life ad in the Reading Eagle on Sunday, Jan 22, 2018. The sug-
gested donation is $6/person, $12/couple or family.  Sandra Eidle will be in the Narthex taking Names on the  
weekends of December 9/10and 16/17or make donations (check payable to “Life Ad”) into your Sunday Mass col-
lection or mail to: St. Ignatius Loyola Rectory 2810 St. Albans Dr. Sinking Spring, Pa. 19608. Make sure your name, 
parish name & Phone # attached. 
 
Notary Public Lisa De Simone of our office staff is a certified notary public. She is authorized to perform the legal formalities of a 
notary, especially to draw up or certify contracts, deeds, and other documents for use in other jurisdictions. To contact Lisa you can call 
her at the Parish Office: 610-367-2371. Or email her at: lisad@stcolumbkill.org 
 

Extended Adoration Hours Adorers Needed: 
Need at least ONE person (but two is preferred) for two (2) open time slots for Eucharistic Adoration.   
Tuesday Evenings from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Friday Morning s (early) 1 a.m. to 2 a.m.  
If you’ve ever contemplated having your own time...your own hour with the Lord...now is your opportunity.  What a 
way to “turn the noise off” from our hectic, technological lives.  You need only show up...pray and listen.  For more 
information, contact Josh Petrauskas at: joshp@stcolumbkill.org. 
 
Prayer Shawl Members  
We meet the third Tuesday of each month, after the Daily Mass, approximately 9:40 a.m. in the Office Conference 
Room. If  anyone would like to join our group, we invite them also. We have a high request rate for shawls and lap 
robes and cannot keep up with the demand if we don’t have the hands to do the work. Please consider helping us  
continue our ministry. Hope to see you.  
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Sacramental Life 
Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession 

 Saturday 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. or any time by contacting the Parish Office 
Sacrament of Baptism 

 - 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month at 12:15 p.m. 
 Baptism Prep Classes for parents and godparents are held the 2nd of the month at 12:15 p.m.  

in the EHST Room.  
Sacrament of Matrimony 

 Arrangements must be made a minimum of 6 months in advance.   
All Couples must participate in the Marriage Prep Program. 

Staff Directory 
 
Pastor - Father Martin F. Kern 
Weekend Assistant – Fr. Kevin Bobbin 
Deacons -  James Kochu, Joseph L. Paschall,  
Joseph Petrauskas, Michael V. Woodall, Emeritus 
Administrative Assistants - Lisa De Simone: 
lisad@stcolumbkill.org     
Along  with:   Mary Lou  Heisler, and Joann Rivera 
Chief Financial Officer/Campaign Coordinator -  
Gayle B. Fontaine 
Parish Visitor - Sister Jean Wickenheiser OSF  
Parish School, St. Francis Academy -  
Deacon Thomas J. Murphy, Headmaster 
Director of Preschool—Adriana Segaline;               
preschool@stcolumbkill.org 
Director of Religious Education - Constance J. Boyer: 
connieb@stcolumbkill.org    
Coordinators of Religious Education   
Patricia & Joseph Petrauskas 
Director of Youth Ministry - Heather Shainline: 
youthgroup@stcolumbkill.org 
Director of Music - Deborah Maskrey 
Director Communications/Marketing - 
George A. DeFrehn, OFS: georged@stcolumbkill.org 
RCIA Coordinator—Margaret Chovanes 610-248-2171 
Volunteer Coordinator—Mary Snyder  
 
Diocesan Victim Assistance Coord. - Wendy S Krisak, 
MA, NCC, LPC   Direct Line  800-791-9209 
Diocesan Safe Environment Coord. - Sr. Meg Cole, 
SSJ,MS.LMFT,  610-332-0442, ext. 2019 
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Weekly and Monthly Meetings  
 Alcoholics Anonymous meets each Monday          

@ 5:30 p.m.in Ehst Room 
 

 Over-eaters Anonymous meets each Monday      
 @  Noon in Ehst Room 
 

 Rosary Group meets each Monday evening in  
Chapel at 7 p.m. during Adoration 

 
 Men’s Prayer Group meets with Deacon Jim the 

first Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. 
 

 The Shawl Ministry meets the third Tuesday of each 
month in the Conference Room at 10 a.m. 

 
 Human Concerns Ministry meets on the 1st Wed. of 

each month at 7 pm in parish Conference Room 
 

 Charismatic Prayer –Bible Group Meets each 
Wednesday @ 7:15 p.m. in Quinn Hall– Info: Sue -

 610-367-4711 or Don dondenick@comcast.net  
 

 The Senior Group meets 2nd Thursday of each 
month in Quinn Hall at 1 p.m. 

 
 Bible Study held on Thursday mornings following 

the 9 a.m. Mass in the Ehst Room.  
 

 Patriotic Rosary Group 2nd-3rd-4th Saturday of 
each month 9 a.m. Contact Sue Fryer 484-415-5128  

tel:(610)%20367-4711
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